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1 . This action is in response to the application filed on June 12, 2001 . Claims 
1-1 1 are pending. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 7, the phrase "the user information" lacks proper 
antecedent basis because it is unclear whether it refers to the information 
selected by the user or the OS-boot setting user information. The phrase 
"which is delivered to the operating system" is unclear as to its relationship 
the server, the terminal and transmitting a specified operating system to 
the terminal. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 7 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sposato, U. S. Patent 6,463,530 in view of Hubacher et al., 
U.S. Patent 6,71 1,688. 

Per claims 1-2, 4-5 and 10: 
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A) Sposato teaches the following claimed items: 

1 . a server that stores an operating system with server 1 04 of figure 1 , 
with figure 2 and at column 6, lines 9-14; 

2. a network connected terminal with any of clients 108, 1 10 and 112 
of figure 1 and with figure 3; 

3. preboot means with figure 4 and at column 9, line 32 - column 10, 
line 21; 

4. means for accessing a storage medium removably inserted into the 
user terminal at column 9, lines 35-45 and at column 1 1 , lines 1 5-20; 

5. means for transmitting, to the server, information corresponding to 
a user selected operating system at column 9, lines 6-17, at column 12, 
lines 56-67, and at column 13, lines 1-10 and 60-67; 

6. means for transmitting a specified operating system and application 
to the terminal, storing the operating system and application, booting the 
operating system and delivering control to the operating system at column 
6, lines 9-14, at column 8, line 58 - column 9, line 1 1 , at column 10, lines 
45-49 and at column 13, lines 62-67. 

B) The claims seem to differ from Sposato in that Sposato fails to 
explicitly teach the server authenticating the user of the user terminal 
based on information transmitted from the user terminal as claimed. 

C) However, Sposato describes that a security system could be added 
to his remote boot system that would only allow authorized users to boot 
the terminal at column 14, lines 5-6. Hubacher teaches that it is known to 
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include a server that authenticates the user of the user terminal based on 
information transmitted from the user terminal during a remote boot 
procedure with figures 7 and 8 and at column 10, line 62 - column 1 1 , line 
36. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include a server that authenticates the 
user of the user terminal based on information transmitted from the user 
terminal during a remote boot procedure, as taught by Hubacher, in order 
to ensure that only authorized users boot the user terminals. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to combine Sposato 
and Hubacher because of Sposato's suggestion that a security system 
could be added to his remote boot system that would only allow 
authorized users to boot the terminal at column 14, lines 5-6. It would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Sposato 
and Hubacher because they are both directed to the problem of remotely 
booting (RIPL) user terminals (clients) in a network by downloading a 
requested operating system from a server to a client. 
Per claim 7: 

Sposato describes delivering the operating system and displaying 
information (menu) as described above. Sposato in view of Hubacher 
describes user information including security, user ID and password 
information. Sposato describes encoding user environments (boot options) 
into selectable MAC addresses that include the type of operating system 
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and operating system configuration/environment settings at column 13, 
lines 1-10 and 60-67. 

6. Claims 3, 6, 8 and 9 are allowable over the art of record because the art of 
record does not teach or suggest the combination of elements or steps recited in 
these claims. 

7. Claim 1 1 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Dennis M. Butler whose telephone number is 
703-305-9663. The fax phone number for the organization where this application 
or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703-305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http.7/pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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